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and The Ballut Abyad Shrine 

Band, an entertaining recita-

tion of Burns poems by Kathy 

Whimmer a the toast to the 

lads and lassies by Mr. and 

Mrs. Cowan and a toast to 

President Barak Obama and 

Queen Elizabeth the II.   

 Jeanne Medley did a 

fabulous job as hostess and 

managed to keep control over 

the numerous entertainers, 

bands and performers. 

By Tom MacMahon 

VP of Events 

 

 Saturday, January 

30th, 2010 saw the celebra-

tion of the 250th anniversary 

of Robbie Burns birth as well 

as the 50th anniversary of the 

Burns Dinner itself here in 

Albuquerque.  A record turn-

out arrived for cocktails ac-

companied by Michelle Bu-

chanan on the harp.  

 The official Herald 

announced the formation of 

the guest party which was led 

forward by pipers Bill Horn 

and Andy Christopher into the 

banquette hall.  The guests 

then waited for the com-

mencement of the official 

entrance ceremonies. 

 As is the custom the 

herald knocked three times at 

the door to the banquet and 

begged entrance. Two lovely 

young ladies opened the doors 

to the attendees while two 

sword bearers formed an gal-

lant arch that first the pipers 

and then the assemblage were 

led under. The guests were 

followed by the head table 

consisting of the board mem-

bers of the St. Andrew Scot-

tish Society of New Mexico 

and their companions. Once 

everyone was arranged at 

their tables an honor guard of 

New Mexico Civil Air Patrol 

presented the colors and the 

eveningôs festivities began. 

 Edie Henderson, the 

society president, welcomed 

the guests and the haggis was 

piped in. Pat Wright, an au-

thentic Scot, recited the ñOde 

to the Haggisò in the Lalands 

dialect most familiar to Burns. 

The Haggis was then appro-

priately toasted and Rev. Ed 

"Kilty" McBride offered the 

traditional Selkirk 

Grace.  The dinner 

commenced with an 

excellent repast of 

steak and salmon 

and was served by 

the attentive and 

cordial hotel wait 

staff.  During the 

dinner portion of the 

evening, the atten-

dees were treated to 

a slide show of Scot-

tish images accom-

panied by songs 

from the era of Rob-

bie Burns.  The en-

tertainment began as 

coffee was being 

servedð Jamie Fos-

terôs wonderful sign-

ing voice, a host of 

excellent renditions 

from High Desert 

Pipes and Drums, 

MacTire of Skye, 
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Redstone catering  
   Matthew Rothstein 
   Chef/Owner 
   12700 Indian School NE 
   Unit 315 
   Albuquerque, NM 87112 
   505.508.1190 
   mattredstone@msn.com 
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By Sue Pelletier and Ken Butler 
 

 The West Highland Way (WHW) 
a 95 mile (152km) walking trail is Scotlandõs 
first official long-distance footpath.  It 
starts in the easily accessed town of Milna-
gavie (10 miles North of Glasgow) and 
ends in the Highland town of Fort William. 
The WHW walker experiences lowland, 
loch side, moor and highland mountainous 
terrain.  All of the best of Scotlandõs stu-
pendous scenery is waiting for you along 
the West Highland Way.  
 Suggested itineraries for the 
WHW vary from 6-9 days of walking. We 
did our walk in 8 days. We encountered 
walkers with plans for 2-5 days ð not for 
the less experienced or for walkers that 
wish to fully enjoy the trail.  A high level of 
experience is not required to walk The Way 
as the whole trail is well maintained and 
marked clearly.  The trail varies from 

wooded narrow footpaths to use of old 
military and drovers roads with very mini-
mal road walking. There are a few remote 
sections and some with risk of exposure in 
bad weather.  We were fortunate with six 
blue-sky days which we predicted would 
turn on us to true Scottish weather once we 
reached the mountains, and yes, it did.  
Hiking any long distance trail does require 
some basic outdoor competency and most 
important good, broken-in, hiking boots.  
 For accommodations we used a 
combination of bed and breakfasts, historic 
hotels, hostels and camping cabins or wig-
wams.  There are numerous choices to fit 
all budgets and personal needs.  The bed 
and breakfasts have the benefit of a com-
fortable bed and the host will provide a full 
Scottish breakfast to get you on your way. I 
would be able to walk 8 miles and ½ a day 
before I felt a twinge of hunger. The ad-
vantage of well placed pubs for evening 
brews and Scottish fare worked for some 

lunches and all evening meals.  We carried 
only our day hiking rucksacks and used a 
baggage service for our extra luggage.  The 
service was exceptional and reasonably 
priced.  
 If this bit of information peaks 

your interest in this type of holiday, I 

would love to talk to you and give you the 

advantage of our experience.  We highly 

recommend a walking vacation for any 

outdoor, nature and walking enthusiasts.  It 

was a great way to experience the flora and 

fauna, learn some history of Scotland, meet 

locals and meet walkers from all over the 

world.  For more information about our 

WHW walk and/or help planning your 

walk please call us. The WHW has an offi-

cial website: www.west-highland-way.co.uk 

 
 

The West Highland Way - A Walking Holiday  


