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Robert Burns 3

By Victoria Luke
Member News 5

This past July, Scotland
saw the largest clan gather

Kirkin O t . .
ing since the one orches-

Tartans . i
trated by Sir Walter Scott i
Hogmanay 1822.The Games them-
. selves were held on-26
:;gtho'f‘”d July 2009 at Holyrood
y Park. The attendance for
UNM Student both days was approxi-
Adventures in mately 47.000.

Aberdeen

Clan Parade starting at
Holyrood Park and pro-
ceeding up the Royal Mile
to the Esplande at the Cas-t0 enjoy. Old Fishmarket Close (just

le. Around 8000 people Once there, we were all ¢t i \ile near St. Giles)

from around the world took treated to a production one of the pipe bands fron’]

part (with 12 pipe bandsat c al | e d , 0Ai s lthie Hagagesgavge{h iin',- -
intervals) with another  d r e Tihis & the history of o berformance of

25,000 lining the Mile to Scotland seen through Ais- 5 A ma 7 i n g Grace.6
watch.While therewasno | i ngés eyes f roh @atutrdg thesoipeﬁﬁ-n ing
official attempt, abouta  of the Declaration of Ar- ’
dozen Clan Hamilton mem- broath through today.
bers found each other and
we all marched togethét.

Looking over Holyrood Park at the ruins of St. Anthony's Chapel on Arthur's Seat

ing Ceremonies were pre-
sided over by the Royal Pa-
OAi sl ingds fdmofthdGaeesp f i n -
ished up around 11p.m. ancthe Duke and Duchess of
took about 3 hoursto get ., ¢oy1q still see that the Rothesay, otherwise known

everyone up to the Cas- gy \yas light out over the  as HRH Prince Charles and
tle. The pace was nowhere Firth of Forth. Camilla.)

near what one would call _ _
o f a bsaw séveral people The party continued into  There were many other

stop in at the pubs along thd"€ Nght-Afterwe ot activities including g
way and bring a pint along back to our apartmentin  Deuchars World g8
(continued on p.5)
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INSPIRED BY THE GREAT PUBS OF IRELAND AND
THE UNITED KINGDOM, FAT SQUIRREL SERVES
TRADITIONAL FARE INCLUDING:

FisH ‘N’ CHIPS

CORNED BEEF AND CABBAGE
SHEPHERD'S PIE

ScoTCH EGGs

BANGERS AND MASH

* COME CELEBRATE THE WESTSIDE’'S BIGGEST
ST. PATRICK'S DAY BASH, MARCH 17

*CALL ABOUT WINE TASTINGS ON “WINE WEDNESDAY,”
FEBRUARY 3 AND 17- WINES OF ARGENTINA
MARCH 10 AND 24- WINES OF THE PACIFIC N.w.

Rio RANCHO, NEwW MEXICO

505.994.9004 WWW.FATSQUIRRELPUB.COM 3755 SOUTHERN BLVD.
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Ode to a poet

Another little known fact was that produce descendants numerous enough

By Tom MacMahon Burns was an avid collector of rural to fill a small town! These pranks did
Scots folk songs which he adapted fonat endear him to the local Kirk Elders
What can one say about The Bardyider audience. Two witiown who dubbed him "That dissolute and

Rabbie Burns, Scotland's favourite  songs, Auld Lang Syne and ScotsWhaant on r ake. 0

son,born in Alloway, Ayrshire 25 JanuHae came from earlier tunes. As well  Another little known fact was that
ary 1759. He is without doubt the trudew people know that Burns' real familynlike many Kirk of Scotland Presbyte-
national poet of Scotland and of Scotsxame was Burness. His mother Agnesians of the time, Burns really enjoyed

all over the . dancing, much
world. b ! to his father's
He wrote disapproval. It
predomi- was through
nantly in the dancing that he
Scots lan- met a bevy of
guage com- Scottish beau-
mon to low- 315 COTJAGE ties known as
land people the Belles of
and compris- Mauchline,
ing a mixture where he met
of Gaelic, Jean Armour
English and who bore him
Germanic nine children,
loan words. only three of
But don't which survived
make the mis infancy.
take of think- : _ - Burns only
ing Burns was inaccessible to audiencdyns Cottage.- Alloway Village, a mile from the Ancient Burgh of Ayr began publish-
outside of Scotland. He also wrote in ing his poetry
standard English, to ensure his politicBIroun was, like his father, from a ten-with Kilmarnock edition, chiefly in the
commentary was heard by a wider ant farmer family. "Lalands" dialect after an affair he was
group. Burns did not have an easy child- having with Mary Campbell ended with

One thing most Americans do nothood, growing up in penury and hard-her death. Although it has been conjec-
know about Burns was that he was a ship, requiring unbelievable manual tured that Burns and Mary planned to
closet republican who, if he had had labour which took its toll on his healthelope to Jamaica and that he was to
the chance to immigrate to the new starting at a very early age. accept work as a bookkeeper on a slave
United States, would probably have We "modern” Scots have no idea plantation, this is highly unlikely in
done so. For it was there that his truenow hard things were back in the 18ttview of Burns egalitarian outlook. In
political sympathies lay! He became acentury in Scotland. Burns was homefact he wrote the "Slave's Lament"”
great source of inspiration to the founschooled by his father and John Mur-which typifies his beliefs.
ders of both liberalism and socialism. doch who provided him with a more If the reader will allow, | wish to

Many of the founding fathers wergormal (grammar, French, and Latin) digress for a moment on two personal
avid readers of Burns' works includingeducation. notes at this point.

Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson Burns had an eye for the lassies My mother Elizabeth Kier Drys-
and Benjamin Franklin. Later Abra- starting with Nelly Kilpatrick, Peggy dale was from an Ayrshire family
ham Lincoln was purported to carry aThomson and Alison Begbie, workingwhose ancestors quite likely knew
condensed version of Burns works withis way through most of Ayrshire's fe-Burns. As well, my father's ancestors
him at all times. male population after that precocious were Highlanders who after the Battle

Burns, like many of the most influstart. It has been estimated by those of Culloden were captured and shipped
ential founding fathers, was a Mason who know these things that Burns mato Jamaica as indenture servants work-
and in fact was the Deputy Master of have sired enough children, starting ing on Sugar Plantations! | do there-
the Tarbolton lodge. with Elizabeth Paton Burns in 1785, to
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Musing on the Bard of Ayrshire

fore feel a special
kinship to Burns and
all for which he
stood.

In Edinburgh,
Burns met Walter

study, and there commit my effusions

to paper, swinging, at intervals, on

the

hind-legs of my elbow chair, by way of
calling forth my own critical strictures,

as my, pen goes."

Scott, then a 16 year
old. Scott described
Burns' appearance in
the following man-
ner: "His person was
strong and robust; his
manners rustic, not
clownish, a sort of
dignified plainness
and simplicity which
received part of its
effect perhaps from
knowledge of his ex-
traordinar.y

His features are
presented in Mr Nas- ”
myth's picture but to
me it conveys the
idea that they are di-
minished, as if seen
in perspective. |
think his counte-
nance was more mas-
sive than it looks in
any of the portraits.

Also in Edinburgh, Burns made a life and for which his medical certifi-
lot of influential friends including Lord cate probably read "endocarditis exa
Glencairn.As well, he had a relation- erbated by a streptococcal infection.'
ship with yet another woman Agnes One final word from Burns himse
McLehose, along with her servant  on how he mastered transcribing Scd
Jenny Clow for whom he wrote "Aye songs into a wider body of work:
Fond Kiss". "My way is: | consider the poetic

On a more constructive note, sentiment, correspondent to my idea
Burns met James Johnson who pro- the musical expression, then chuse N
vided old Scots songs for himand theme, begin one stanza, when that i
helped publish a compendium of 600 composed which is generally the mos
of these songs in 1787 with BurAs. difficult part of the busines$ walk
about this time, Burns turned down out, sit down now and then, look out
several prestigious appointments in- for objects in nature around me that
cluding Chair of Agriculture at the Uniare in unison or harmony with the co
versity of Edinburgh and a London joltations of my fancy and workings of
as a staff writer for the Star newspapdyosom, humming every now and the

Burns' untimely death at age 37 the air with the verses | have framed
was quite likely related to a rheumatiovhen | feel my Muse beginning to jad

heart condition acquired quite early inl retire to the solitary fireside of my

The Thistle Epistle
A Publication of the
St Andrew Scottish Societ
of New Mexico

Editor:
Michael Howland-Davis
(505) 61098
mnephidavis@gmail.com

20092019 Board of Directors

President: Edie Henderson,
1st Vice Presidenf.om MacMahon,
2nd Vice President: M. Howlabdvis
Secretary: Shelley Lebeck
Treasurer: Patricia Barger
Directors:
Mike Barger
Donna Brown
Victoria Luke
Bill Horn
Jay Vandersloot
Jeanne Medley

The Thistle Epiglpublished quar-
terly- January, April, July, and Octobe

Editorial submissions must be suli
mitted by the 20th of the month prior t
publication. Advertising must be subm
ted by the 5th of the month of publica-
tion.

Advertising Rates

Color B/W
Full Page $75 $45
1/2 Page $45 $25
1/4 page $25  $15
Business Card $10 $5

The membership list of the St. An
drews Society is not loaned, sold, ren
or allowed to be used for any purpose|
other then society mailings.

it-

ed

The Thistle Epistle



Member News

Message from the President

Happy New Year everyone, Our annual general membership
Best wishes for a happy, healthy, andeting take place on March
prosperous 201@ur Hogmanay cele-7th. Please mark your calendar. This
bration with the Thistle Societgs the will be a fun occasiowjth food, good
best evdr thanks to all those who or- friends, and entertainmetfits also
ganized or firdiooted, piped, sang, your chance to get involved and help
danced or just toasted the New Year,decide where your Society is going in
and especially Pat Lauffenberger, outhe next year.
hostess. Please consider running for the
Our Kirkin o' the Tartan was also aboard, or ask about other volunteer
wonderful event, with a special prograositions.We have a lively team of

Flowers
of the
Forest

Harold Braidwood
Eloise Braidwood

Wilber Lee Scott

and luncheon honoring our life mem-talented Scots this year, and we'd love

bers. to have you join us.
Now it's almost time for Burns Thanks for your support, and I'll se
Night, which promises to be a very spgu soon,

e

cial night with some new touches for

everyone to enjéiybetter get your tick- Edle ]
ets ASAP if you haven't already! Gatherlng

o . fromp. 1

Nominations Needed for Board of Directors ( _ P-1) _
Highland Heavy Games, the Gathefing
By Jay Vandersloot McBride, 508797467, email kilted- | International Highland Dancing Cham-

It seems like just a couple of preacher@msn.com; and Eleanor | pionship, Pipe Idol competitions, arjd
months ago we had our SASSNM A”Zﬂrﬁgﬁugzgysgég?féa5(;%%2734' the Hill Race up Ar
tr;ggls(r;neeneiirr?glg MbeuTitr:ejrusshtl?w%n%E:ﬁﬁ_s Contact one of them by the begint  Talisker hosted a whisky display|and
March will be 1upon us and we will ning of F_ebruary and let them know | an area featuring foods from aroung
again gather for our Membership and’®" € interested. _ | Scotland.There was tons of music,
Elections meeting. ot inot kmow WsopdeRedHbni PhEs £

We will be electing a Society Pres|—v n know what the r nsibilities bf Several lectures were given as part
dent, Vice President for Events, Vice® ' ¢ 0 at the respons esp .

P - ) the positions ar poftlte Scotland Lives feature of the
President for Publications, Secretary, I th id 1 for th ) L
Treasurer, and six Directors. Well, then, consider running for theveekend One particular highlight was

But, for whom shall we vote? ~ POSition Of Director. It gives you an | he talk given by Sir lan Hamilton, gne
Whods running fo r:)(pp%rtﬂnlltyi to{ﬁeear,.p vg/hllerservrmig. | of the ql%artehthat Iibe\r/\?teen‘]i tﬁ]e Sto e,

Well, wedve put wilfd%%%wé o§ti5n 4" RO m? Fogﬂesgtiny fromWestminster Abbgy
ing committee to put together a slate P ' on Christmas Day 1950.
of members to run for office, but ,
now we need volunteers willing to SASSNM Diana Gabaldon, the author of the
serve to contact the nominating co _ _ Outlander series was also there, as
mittee and let it be known that you ~ General Mem'v?erfh'p_ and Elections | \yere Roderick Graham (author of 3
are considering running for electio eeting: book on Mary, Queen of Scots),

Tge Cl()m{nlstg%%;ggggts of J'Iay When: Mar. 7 at 1 p.m. Charles MacLean (Whiskypedia), Alis-
}]/:;Vaelrzzg?sl’oot @yahoo ’cgm?:\/licl Where: 4400 De La Cruz NW tair Moffat (The Reivers), Alexandef
HowlandDavis, email mr.1ephi1- Albuquerque, NM 87107 McCall Smith (No.1 Ladies' Detectiye
davi s@ymail.com Agency.
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